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PRESIDENTS REPORT

Dear Fellow Members of the National Flying Club

2009 has been one of the best years for racing with the exception of the young bird races which were a disappointment to many fanciers.

I think in 2010 we must consider carefully the times of liberation and conditions in the channel – i.e. strong winds and rough seas.  I am not intending to criticise the Race Advisors or Convoyer as during this past season they have done a first rate job.

I am very pleased with the size of entries, considering the number of members the Club has compared with ten years ago.  Perhaps it would be a challenge for each of our members to try to recruit a new member or encourage an old member to rejoin us.

On your behalf, I must thank the Secretaries for their hard work, not only during the racing season, but throughout the year.

Our Chairman, Roy Stretton resigned at the end of last season and the Club is fortunate to have Mick McGrevy in the Chair.

The Club’s new Press Officer, Ron Crook has reported on our six races and I hope he will continue in this position.

One thing I must stress, and this very important, the posting of entries to our Secretaries is still not working out – too many are arriving after the weekend – mainly because fanciers are posting after mid-day on Saturday.  Thursday or Friday first-class posting is the only way to ensure entries arrive with Sid by Monday morning, to get the correct number of 
baskets delivered to the Marking Stations.  Delivery of baskets is made on Tuesday or Wednesday so it is obvious late posting would involve crowding and this is not allowed to happen.

In the future race entries could be returned if Sid receives them after Monday morning.

With the closure of the Cambridge Marking Station at Shelford Rugby Club I would like to thank all those members involved over the years, both at Wood Green and Shelford, for their hard work and support.  The present Marking Officer has secured a new station at Ipswich for a one-year trial period.  Several members including myself are currently looking into a suitable and more central venue for the convenience of fanciers.

Again I must thank all Marking Station I/cs for their hard work and dedication.  Their markers are consistent in their attendance but we need more to make sure the Transporters leave on time.  This also means fanciers must try harder to arrive early with their birds – this is very important.

As always, Clock Setters are a major part of the running of each race and as we go into 2010 we shall find ETS is being used more and Clock Stations are asked to find someone to take over the checking of these clocks.

Grateful thanks to our Treasurer, Paul Naum, for his hard work throughout the season.

I must thank all Members of the Committee who have eased my workload and this past year has been less stressful for myself and Doreen.

We both wish Members a happy and peaceful Christmas and a good year of racing in 2010.

Fred Sharman.

