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Treasurer’s Report

Dear Members & Committee members

Following the resignation of Mr John Grundy, the Committee  have appointed a new Accountant for the National Flying Club, 

Messrs. A Gale & Co of West Somerset and the annual accounts for the past year are now finalised and to hand.

This has been an exceptional year for the Club. We have seen an increase in membership of approximately 200 fanciers, which compounds the view that the National Flying Club is moving in the right direction – with a favourable and bright future.

Fund raising for the Club was given a major boost by the auction held by Paul Clements in October 2008. Paul is a very dedicated and pro-active committee member; the auction proved to be a popular event amongst fanciers and raised over £4,000 in profits, as itemised in this year’s accounts. 

We have continued to build upon strategies put in place over the previous 4 years, examples being the increase to membership subscriptions, the ring sale profits, and the efforts made by the IC’s in recruiting more volunteers and lowering the expenses at the marking stations. 

The handbook for 2009 proved a topical item, but the figures show that it has been a financial success. It is the first time in 4 years that we have made a profit from the advertisements therein and by offering the handbook out to tender, we also achieved a saving of approximately £5,000 on the publication costs.

The increase in available funds has allowed the Committee to concentrate on improvements to the Club. Two immediate areas marked for attention are computerisation and prize monies. 

As we know, technology stands still for nobody, and we will very soon have to invest in updating our computer packages, software and accessories as much of our equipment is now antiquated – over 10 years old. 

Prize monies have long been debated, and the good news for our members is that the Committee are reviewing the Z pool guaranteed by the Club, as per last year. They are looking into ways and means of boosting both the Open and the Section prize monies for 2010. 

Thank you goes to:

· John Edwards, our Transport Manager for 2009 – he has done a superb job and I personally hope that he continues into 2010.

· Brian Palmer, our driver – for the care and dedication in the transporting of our birds to the racepoints and for maintainance of the transporters throughout the year

· Mick McGrevy, our Chairman – for looking good in the Top Seat!

· Sid Barkel, our Secretary for his outstanding efforts in designing the handbook and time spent in collaboration with  the publishers

· Sid and Karen Barkel, our Secretaries, (and family) for their sheer efficiency

·  Fred and Doreen – our President and his ‘better half’ – for their hard work and organisation

Finally, thanks to all on the Committee and all I/C’s at the marking and clock stations, and to the members for being part of, and for competing within the National Flying Club – thanks to your continued support, we have a very bright future.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Successful and Happy New Year! 

We look forward to seeing you all in 2010!

Regards

Paul Naum 

Honorary Treasurer

